FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
II.   THE PAST
THE British Empire owes its rise to greatness
primarily to the qualities of its peoples, and after
that mainly to the wise limitations its rulers
imposed on their ambitions. It is true that for
nearly four centuries the various sorts of French-
men who ruled England after 1066 tried persist-
ently to make it conquer France for them; but
their continual attacks resulted only, as Mr.
Bernard Shaw has recently reminded us, in
developing the national spirit of the French.
France became the first and greatest example
of the modern nationalistic State under the
constant stimulus of foreign attack and oppres-
sion; and militant nationalism has since been
manufactured all the world over according
to the same recipe. The Welsh dynasty,
however, which succeeded the Plantagenets,
adopted the twin principles out of which the
British Empire's greatness grew, and on which
it still rests, viz. the cultivation of Sea
Power, which rendered England unassailable at
home., but the implacable enemy of any Power
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